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Welcome to the newsletter for the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak (BSOPP)!  This monthly 
publication of the balloon club is to inform and educate club members and others about 
ballooning in the area.  Learn more at www.FlyBSOPP.com. 
 

 
General Meeting - Tues 6/15, 6p – Old Chicago – N Academy Blvd @ Austin Bluffs 

 

Editor’s Note 

 
Although the first seems like just a few issues ago, this edition of the Tetherlines is the 20th I’ve 
had the pleasure of publishing.  Beginning a few editions back, you may have seen a note calling 
for volunteers to take over this important and visible role.  I’m happy to announce that with the July 
issue, Kimberly Barnett will take over as your Tetherlines Editor. 
 
I’ll work with Kim to help make a smooth transition.  
And you can bet that I’ll continue to send her more 
photographs of BSOPP members - both in the air and 
one the ground - than she has room to print each 
month. 
 
In the few years I’m been actively involved in the 
ballooning community, I’ve seen it change and evolve.  
I’ve shared the disappointment many of you have felt 
as some of our favorite events (Chatfield & Greeley 
come to mind) found it impossible to continue. 
 
But more importantly, I’ve shared the pleasure of 
seeing new faces join our club, seeing our members 
grow into crew experts, pilots and Board members. 
 
Member participation is foundation of our club’s 
strength.  Even though my role is changing, I will be as 
active as ever.  I hope you will be, too.   
 
Thank you for encouragement, support and feedback 
for the past 20 issues.  Please welcome Kim into her 
new role with the same enthusiasm. 
 
- Paul D deBerjeois       BSOPP At Erie CO - Paul D deBerjeois 



 

Contact Information 
President Chuck Danley (719) 963-1092 veggiewizard@earthlink.net 

VP & Treasurer Stephen Blucher (719) 597-5683 sblucher@juno.com 

Secretary Peggy Sansom (719) 531-5691 peggysansom@yahoo.com 

Director At Large Nolan Schuler (719) 209-5920 schulernp@comcast.net 

Director At Large Greg Littlejohn (719) 660-6594 gregandlindal@msn.com 

Director At Large Paul deBerjeois (719) 266-8483 pandpdeb@yahoo.com 

Director At Large Connie Moreland (719) 574-4619 balloonprincess@att.net 

    
Events Coordinator Peggy Sansom (719) 531-5691 peggysansom@yahoo.com 

Joe Lillard (719) 597-6553 LJoeL@aol.com Webmasters 
Dave Yob (719) 574-0686 ysoft@att.net 

Newsletter/Photography Paul D deBerjeois (719) 200-8713 paul@colorbandit.com 
Historian Patsy Buchwald (719) 471-2066 patsy@balloonclassic.com 
Safety Officer Russ Robinson (719) 488-8957 russanna@q.com 
Crew Development Kinda Schuler (719) 209-5922 schuflies@comcast.net 
Community Relations Frank Hunter (719) 339-2602 fhunter4139@msn.com 
Membership Jackie Charbonnel (719) 391-0440 bslballoon@aol.com 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of 6/7 

Checking $1536 
Savings $1061 
Petty Cash $    27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Flying In Telluride – Paul D deBerjeois 



 

Sunrise / Sunset Location: W104 48, N38 51 (Colorado Springs CO) All times Mountain Time 

 

June 2010 

Day Rise Set Day Rise Set Day Rise Set Day Rise Set Day Rise Set 

  h m h m   h m h m   h m h m   h m h m   h m h m 

1 536 2019 8 534 2023 15 533 2026 22 535 2028 29 537 2028 

2 536 2019 9 534 2023 16 534 2026 23 535 2028 30 537 2028 

3 535 2020 10 534 2024 17 534 2027 24 535 2028      

4 535 2021 11 534 2024 18 534 2027 25 535 2028      

5 535 2021 12 533 2025 19 534 2027 26 536 2028      

6 534 2022 13 533 2025 20 534 2028 27 536 2028      

7 534 2022 14 533 2026 21 534 2028 28 536 2028       

               

July 2010 

Day Rise Set Day Rise Set Day Rise Set Day Rise Set Day Rise Set 

  h m h m   h m h m   h m h m   h m h m   h m h m 

1 538 2028 8 542 2027 15 546 2024 22 552 2019 29 558 2013 

2 538 2028 9 542 2026 16 547 2023 23 553 2018 30 559 2012 

3 539 2028 10 543 2026 17 548 2022 24 553 2017 31 559 2011 

4 539 2028 11 544 2026 18 549 2022 25 554 2017      

5 540 2028 12 544 2025 19 549 2021 26 555 2016      

6 540 2027 13 545 2025 20 550 2021 27 556 2015      

7 541 2027 14 546 2024 21 551 2020 28 557 2014       

 
 
Upcoming Events Calendar 
 
BSOPP Membership Meetings 

Date Event Location/Details 

6/15 BSOPP General Meeting 6p, Old Chicago, N Academy Blvd @ Austin Bluffs 
6/20 BSOPP/CBC Club Fly & Father’s 

Day Brunch 
Southpark, Pilot briefing at 5:50a 

7/5 BSOPP Board Meeting – All 
members are invited 

6:30p, Ultimate Buffet, Powers & N Carefree 

 

 

Flights, Rallies and Related Events    (Tell them you saw it in BSOPP’s Tetherlines!) 

Date Event Location / Details 

6/20 BSOPP/CBC Fly-Out South Park – BSOPP serves brunch 
6/25-27 Panguitch Valley Balloon Rally Panguitch UT, Bryan Hill, bryan@pageazpower.com 
7/2-7/5 America’s Freedom Festival Provo UT – Bill Talbot – WTalbot@ZionsBank.com 
7/2-7/4 Santa Fe Trail Balloon Rally Raton, NM, Chuck Ludberg, hotairbllnst@msn.com 
7/9-7/11 Steamboat Balloon Rodeo Steamboat Springs CO - Kara - 970-875-7002 
7/24-7/25 Celebration of Honor Fly www.CelebrationOfHonorFly.com 

fly@celebrationofhonorfly.com 
7/23-25 Balloonavista Buena Vista CO, BV Chamber - 719-395-6612 
7/31-8/1 Casper WY Balloon Roundup www.CasperBalloonRoundup.com 

Lacy Harper 307-473-8300 
Look for more events at http://www.BFA.net 



 

FAR out – Stephen Blucher 
 

Now and then, an article seen in another publication hits a nerve of contention.  Sometimes the mail asks for further 
explanation, which means the article or the reader was not clear on the point.   
 
Past articles have touched on day/night currency for pilots and aircraft. A question about the 90-day limit caused a 
“hair splitting” discussion.  The FAR states “unless within the preceding (emphasis added) 90 days…three takeoffs and 
landings….”etc., etc., and so forth.  If a pilot flies with passengers today and does three TO&Ls, he/she has 90 days 
before they again must have a 3/3 total.  So, does the clock start today or tomorrow?   Tomorrow is the answer.  The 
90th day falls within the limits and as long as the pilot has three takeoffs and landings during the time period, they are 
good to go. If the pilot does one takeoff and landing on day 30, one on day 60 and a third on day 90 then flies 
passengers on day 121, is it a legal flight? 
 
Now that we have hammered that to pieces, let us talk about night currency and lights; first the timing.  “Night” for 
pilots is one hour after sunset until one hour before sunrise (FAR 61.57).  For the aircraft, “night”, per FAR 91.209, is 
sunset to sunrise.   
 
A pilot flying Dawn Patrol may or may not have to be "night current" due to clock time or lack of passengers, but the 
balloon must have “lighted position lights”.  The pilot has the discretion to not use the anti-collision (strobe lights) if he 
or she feels “it would be in the interest of safety to turn the lights off”.   A strobe light in a hazy or foggy situation can 
play havoc with one’s equilibrium. 
 
When a balloon tethers (not just a glow) at night, rarely does the pilot go high enough in to allow the position and anti-
collision lights to hang at the proper distance below the carriage.  Though the anti-collision light rule exception was 
originally meant for meteorological conditions, it could be used in this circumstance.  Most airplane pilots turn strobe 
lights off when they clear the runway as a courtesy to other pilots and ground personnel.  Should a tethering pilot not 
do the same? 
 
A portion of FAR 911.209 states, “no person may park or move an aircraft in, or in dangerous proximity to, a night flight 
operation of an airport, unless the aircraft is clearly illuminated…”.   Here definitions come into play.  If balloons are 
tethering, are they not taking off and landing, is this not a “night flight 
operation” and is an airport not a place meant to be used for the 
takeoff and landing of aircraft? 
 
Obviously the lighting rules were designed for airplanes, but since 
this seems to be hair-splitting month at the FARs…is an 80-foot high 
glowing orb “clearly illuminated”?  Is the burner on, and if so, is the 
envelope a good glower?  Are other lights in the area illuminating 
the aerostats?  Am I getting a headache thinking about this? 
 
It is important for pilots and balloon owners (yes there are owners 
who are not pilots…yet) to remember a balloon on tether is “in flight” 
per the FAA definition and must be operated in accordance with the 
applicable regulations.  Should anyone but a certified, current pilot 
be at the controls of a tethered aerostat?  It pains me to think I even 
have to ask that question, but I have witnessed a person, not even a 
licensed student pilot, flying a tethered flight with passengers.  That 
is exactly the reason these type flights were moved from the 
tethered operations regulation to Part 91. 
 
One final thought about currency.  If a pilot does a quick three and 
three before putting passengers on board, enter that currency flight, 
even though only one tenth of an hour (six minutes), on a separate 
line in your pilot log book before you continue.  If it is not in the book 
and something should happen during the passenger portion.…  
Need I say more? 
 
Fly safely…fly friendly.                            

               Glowing In Telluride – Paul D deBerjeois 



 

The Different Degrees – Stephen Blucher 
 

“Don’t always take “it” at face value,” I once was told.  No matter the subject or the person 
expounding on it, if think you are getting incorrect information, research it.  You may find you are 
correct and be able to set the record straight for anyone else who may have been given the wrong 
idea.  Safety could be at stake. 
 
In ballooning, pilots do not spend much time figuring flight routes.  One goes where the wind goes, 
so letting a pibal loose and seeing if the direction is compatible is the norm.  However, hopefully, 
pilots get preflight weather briefings in which will be contained the forecast direction and speed of 
surface winds and those aloft.  Then, if a pilot is fortunate enough to be close to an airport with real 
time weather reporting, they will get advisory updates prior to and during flight. 
 
How big a difference could ten degrees make?  It might mean flying or not. At the 2010 Colorado 
LTA Safety Seminar, participants were told ASOS meant “automatic station observation system”, 
when in fact it means Automated SURFACE Observation System and the winds are given in 
MAGNETIC not TRUE degrees. 
 
“Advisory winds” (tower, ASOS, AWOS, Unicom) are given in magnetic degrees to coincide with 
runway magnetic designations.  METAR wind and Winds Aloft are given in true.  Pilots should 
reference their local aviation flight chart to determine the difference between the two. The dashed, 
magenta lines running north/south with degrees E or W (do you add or subtract) tell the story.   If 
one is flying in Ober, Indiana where magnetic variation…magnetic what????...is 0 degrees, the 
magnetic/true thing is not important.  Did you know the TRUE North Pole and MAGNETIC pole are 
about 1000 miles apart?  Flying along the Front 
Range of Colorado, there is a ten degree (plus or 
minus?) difference. 
 
By the way…AWOS…automated weather 
observation system…found at places there is no 
ATC tower…small airports, roadside weather 
stations, mountain tops, etc. 
 
Been a while since you looked at your charts?  
There is a FAR about that but to be discussed in a 
different column. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Flying In Telluride – Paul D deBerjeois



 

BFA News 
 
Greetings everyone, 
 
I am sure by now that most of you have heard that I have been offered and accepted the position of Event Director for 
the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  Although AIBF is very supportive of my role with the BFA I will 
eventually have to resign my role with the BFA since I am the Director for the Southeast and I will be relocating to New 
Mexico.  So it with mixed emotions and a heavy heart I would like to advise you that I have voluntarily resigned from 
my position as President of the BFA. I will remain on as the Southeast Director until a suitable replacement is chosen 
by the BFA Board. 
 
I have enjoyed my time as your president and it has truly been an honor to serve you, the members.  I hope that I can 
continue to support the BFA and the membership in any way I can.  I sincerely thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to serve and I look forward to seeing many of you this year in Albuquerque. 
 
Sincerely,  
Don Edwards 
 
  
Dear BFA Members, 
 
In 1974, in his Inaugural speech, Gerald Ford stated, “I assume the Presidency under extraordinary circumstances 
never before experienced...”  Of course he was referring to the only U.S. President, Richard Nixon, to ever resign from 
that position.  Fast forward 36 years and the BFA is experiencing its first Presidential resignation.  Fortunately, our 
BFA President Don Edwards has resigned his position under less notorious circumstances than Ford’s predecessor.  
As Vice President of the BFA I have moved into the Presidency for the balance of the year, and our Northeast Director 
Bill Hughes has assumed the Vice President position.  I look forward to serving in my new position and will do my best 
to maintain the level of professionalism and enthusiasm Don brought to the Presidency in October.  
 
Don, competing against an outstanding group of qualified individuals, was selected as the new Event Director for the 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  His enthusiasm and dedication to our sport is remarkable.  He will be 
greatly missed on the BFA board but will be a tremendous asset to the Balloon Fiesta.  It is exciting to see him in 
another position that can make a long lasting and powerful impact on the sport of ballooning.  I am sure he will do an 
outstanding job and continue to be an active participant in BFA events and programs as well.  I, along with the rest of 
the board, wish him much success in his new position. 
 
The board will work on identifying a replacement for the vacancy left by Don’s departure.  We have a wonderful pool of 
talent in our organization and will search for another outstanding Southeastern balloonist to fill the void. 
 
Our biggest upcoming project is the 2011 National Convention in Des Moines.  The convention coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of the BFA. The host city was chosen for its strong ballooning history as well as an incredible number of 
passionate balloonists.  Their willingness and ability to host a quality high profile event has been evident over decades 
of hosting the U.S. National Hot Air Balloon Championships and subsequently the National Balloon Classic.  They 
have an immense job ahead of them but I am sure it will pay off with an event not to be missed.  I encourage everyone 
to set aside April 7-10, 2011 to be in Des Moines. 
 
I would like to hear from anyone with ideas, concerns, or general comments about OUR organization.  Numerous 
factors have taken a toll on our membership numbers but I believe we have the ability to grow the organization in the 
future.  I believe the BFA staff and volunteers have done a wonderful job of maintaining member benefits on a 
dwindling stream of income.  We need to address the needs of all U.S. balloonists to the best of our abilities.  Let’s 
work together to keep the BFA a healthy and vital organization.  
 
I look forward to the challenges ahead and am honored to serve as your current President.  As Gerald Ford also said, I 
have not sought this enormous responsibility, but I will not shirk it. 
 
Sincerely, 
Troy Bradley 
BFA President and Life Member 
tbradley@nmia.com



 

BSOPP June Board Meeting 
 
Balloon Society of Pikes Peak - Board of Directors Meeting, 6/07/10 
 
The meeting was held at Three Margaritas and called to order by Chuck Danley at 6:31PM. 
 
Board Members and Club Members attending:  Chuck Danley, Stephen Blucher, Nolan Schuler, Peggy Sansom, Paul 
deBerjeois, Paul D deBerjeois, Greg Littlejohn, Linda Littlejohn 
 
1.  Stephen Blucher gave the Treasury Report: 
 $1,536.00 Checking Account 
 $     27.00  Petty Cash 
 $1,061.00  Savings Account 
 
2.  Renewals for the club are presently due.   
 
3.  The Father’s Day fly was discussed.  Pat deBerjeois seems to have everything in order.  Pat & Paul will pick up 
supplies from Ken Davis this week.  She talked to Barbara Sterle and she agreed to help cook.  Barb also said that she 
and her husband Louis are planning to bring a Porta-Potty.  Pat will be calling the rest of the committee in order to 
arrange an evening to prep for the event. The event will be held at Southpark.  It was suggested that everyone meet at 
5:45 am.  Nolan Schuler will bring X marks for some competition. 
 
4.   A Summer picnic is in the making.  It was suggested that maybe it be held at Memorial Park after crew training for 
the Colorado Balloon Classic.  Hamburgers, buns, soda, plates, napkins, silverware and cups will be provided by the 
Club.  Everyone is asked to bring a side dish.  Should be fun for everyone.  The rest of the event will be discussed at 
the next Club Meeting. 
 
5.  The next board meeting will be held on Monday, 7/5, 6:30p at the Ultimate Buffet @ Powers & N Carefree in the 
Target Shopping Center. 
 
Meeting adjoined approximately 7:30 pm. 
 
Peggy Sansom, BSOPP Secretary 

 

 

Great Midwest Balloon Fest 
 
The Inaugural Great Midwest Balloon Fest will be held September 17, 18 & 19 of 2010, at Merrill Farm located at 167th 
& Antioch Rd. In Overland Park, KS.  This event is brought to you by The American Stroke Foundation, Kansas City 
Hospice and Boys & Girls Club.  Our plan for our first year is to host 50 Hot Air Balloons, offer prizes and cash for 
competition events, have two fantastic Glows and really put on a show for the Kansas City Community, ensuring future 
events.  This event will be a standalone balloon event.  We will have music, vendors and kids area... but the real show 
is the Hot Air Balloons... so no pressure, but it’s all up to us the balloonists to pull off this incredible opportunity to set 
Kansas City up as one of the favorite stops on the circuit. 
 
This event will be in close proximity to Johnson County Executive Airport (OJC), Aircraft radios will be required during 
all flights.  The area is mostly residential, some light industrial, several large farms some livestock and crops.   
Whether you’re a pilot and interested in an Application, or if you’re a crew person who would be interested in helping at 
the event you can reach us at: 
 
Great Midwest Balloon Fest 
PO Box 40392  
Overland Park, KS 66204 
GreatMidwestBalloonFest@gmail.com  
FAX 913.981.6020 
Amanda with Kansas City AeroSports 913.649.2359 



 

Tetherlines Ad Rates 

Per Issue: 

Full Page $10  
Half Page $6  
Quarter Page $3  
Bus. Card $1 

  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tetherlines 
Official Newsletter of the 
Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak 
PO Box 75033 
Colorado Springs CO 80970 

Article Submission Guidelines 

 

• Please limit articles to 750 words 
• Deadline is first Tuesday of each month 
• Publication by second Tuesday of each month 
• 12 Months for the price of 10 if paid in advance 
• 12 Mo ads include ad & link on BSOPP.com 

 
Next General Meeting is Tuesday, June 15 

6p Dinner, 7p Program 
Old Chicago – N Academy Blvd @ Austin Bluffs 

New club website – FlyBSOPP.com 
Facebook – Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak 

 


